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Kurdish Asylum seekers are being detained!
From some of our sources we have been infor med that there are unknown
numbers of failed Kurdish Asylum seekersbeen held by the Police or the
Immigration in UK last week, when they wer e attending their monthly signing
asrequired by the Home Office. Thereareno clear reasonsfor their arrest,
although this coincides with the latest arrests of the 10 terror suspects. And as
far as Awena knowsthereisno link between Kurdsand terrorist acts. There
foreweurgeall Kurdsto becalm until thetruthsarerevealed by therelevant
Authorities. But the Refugee Council website made it clear that the detainees
arefailed Iragi asylum seekerswhich they could be facing forcereturn to their
home country. See www.refugeecouncil.or g.uk/news/2005/Aug05/r elea0805_3.htm
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Dear readers of Awena!
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You can request any issue of this
newsletter to be sent to you if you
let us know by emailing us and
we will send you a copy and any
new issue of the news letter in the
Future, please let us know if you
have an article or any
suggestions that helps improving
the newsletter and to deliver a
good service to our readers.
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The issue of Kurdish asylum-seekers in Britain

From KurdishMedia.com - By Dr Kamal Mirawdeli

The problem of asylum-seeking by the Kurdish people is a unique case, which cannot
be compared with other cases of asylum from other ethnic groups and geographical
areas. The continuation of the exodus of Kurds from their traditional homelands and
seeking asylum in Europe and UK is, in the first place, a political issue. The main
reason is that the Kurds, who number between 35-40 million people in the Middle
East, are a stateless nation. This statelessness is the result of history mainly the
colonial policies of Britain and France after the First World War. Britain used military
force including air attacks against civilian centres to crush the Kurdish resistance to
Arab rule and force the Kurds to become a part of an artificially manufactured state
of Iraq. This injustice was followed by 80 years of repression and genocide against
the Kurdish people and the instability and terror that is still reigning in Iraq despite
the toppling of Saddam by coalition forces. The reality of statelessness is the main
reason behind the Kurds feeling unsafe and without a future in their country. This is
the main push factor for the exodus of young people. Although the Kurds from South
Kurdistan/Iraqi Kurdistan constitute the majority of Kurdish asylum-seeker now, it is
expected that, as the repression of Kurds in Turkey continues and the repression of
Kurds in Syria and Iran is increasing, there will be huge immigration of Kurds to
Europe. In spite of the late changes in Iraq, the Kurds in Britain are unwilling to go
back, there are three reasons for this: political, economic and personal:

1. Political reasons: The majority of the Kurds have experienced Anfal and genocide
by the Arab regime in Iraq. Iraq has not meant anything for them but oppression,
death and destruction. You cannot find a single Kurd from Iraq who has not lost one
or more members of their family or a close relative. There have been short periods of
peace in the past when the government in Baghdad promised peace, security and
national autonomy to the Kurdish people. But they made these promises only to give
themselves more time to attack the Kurds in even more brutal way. Therefore the
majority of Kurdish people do not trust any promises from any central government.
The Kurdish people in fact, after Anfal and genocide, do not want to be part of Iraq
again. It frightens very Kurd to think that Kurdistan will again be controlled by
Baghdad and Iraqi army and Arab security forces could return to Kurdistan. In fact it
is only independence and a Kurdish state recognised by United Nations and
international community, which will give the Kurds confidence and real sense of
safety and opportunity in their homeland. Without tackling this political aspect of
Kurdish question in the Middle East, the oppression of the Kurds and the problem of
Kurds fleeing their country to seek safety and freedom in Europe will become bigger
and more complex. It is possible that millions from all parts of Kurdistan will choose
to leave. Therefore whatever happens in and to Iraq, the Kurds feel it does not
concern them. Only free Kurdistan can give them peace of mind. This is a
psychological reality. Even a federal state without enough international and legal
guarantees of safety and security and international protection from all regional anti-
Kurdish regimes, will not encourage the Kurds to return. The only group we expect to
return are few people related to political parties who expect good jobs and positions.
The majority of the ordinary Kurds will prefer to stay put. Britain is in a position now
to take advantage of the current situation in Iraq to push for a semi-independence of
Kurdistan. A free Kurdistan in Iraq can provide asylum and settlement to the Kurds
who may flee from other parts of Kurdistan and this will greatly reduce the burden on
Europe especially Britain. Britain, Europe and US can also put real pressure on
Turkey, Syria and Iran to accept self-determination for Kurds to avoid anticipated
mass exodus from these countries. Continue to the next page ...
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2. Economic reasons: The total destruction of Kurdistan towns and villages by Ba’ath
regime in 1980s meant that poverty and lack of job opportunities became established
realities in Kurdistan. 70% of Kurds depend on oil-for-food programme. There are no
jobs for young people in Kurdistan. There is no hope for any young person to earn
money, build a house and get married. There is no real future for young people. On
the other hand, all those who fled Kurdistan had forced their families to sell
everything they had to raise enough money to pay smugglers all along from
Kurdistan to the final destination in Europe. Therefore there is no economic base and
future for them to return to. They will cause embarrassment for themselves and their
families. Many would prefer to die rather than to return with shame in these
circumstances. Therefore there should be financial incentives for them to return
either as cash payments here or through setting up special projects in Kurdistan for
the resettlement, training and employment of those who return especially young
people.

3. Personal reasons: Even with the above political and economic solutions many
young people just like it better here and want to stay either because they want to
learn the language, study and create a career and future for themselves or because
they are already used to the freedoms and opportunities here and they do not want
to lose them. However, with the above two solutions this group will be in the minority
and can either be legally sent back or they can be allowed to stay as economic
migrants willing and able to contribute greatly to the host country.

This news was emailed to us from the Kurdish Human Rights Project (KHRP) in London; we are
publishing it due to our Kurdish interest in such news about our home land Kurdistan

Twenty killed in clashes as unrest sweeps Iran

Concern is escalating at the escalating crisis in Iran’s north-west Kurdish regions that has left
at least 20 dead and numerous wounded and imprisoned.

Protection of human rights has deteriorated rapidly as protests and civil unrest in the cities of
Sagqiz, Sine, Mahabad, Serdesht, Piranshar, Meriwan, Shino, Baneh, Divan and Dareh have
been met by excessive force by state security forces, plainclothes agents and paramilitary
Islamic vigilantes. The government has implemented de-facto martial law in many areas, and
has reportedly deployed over 100,000 troops and helicopter gun ships to the region. Human
rights violations reported have included the gunning down of civilians by military helicopter, the
harassment and imprisonment of journalists and human rights defenders, indiscriminate
arrests of civilians including children, the torture or ill-treatment of detained Kurdish protestors,
and the closure of two newspapers.
The crisis threatens to escalate yet further, with implications for the security of the wider
region. The depth and breadth of the situation, coupled with the Iranian government’s refusal
to provide adequate information, demands the immediate attention of the international
community.
Kurdish Human Rights Project (KHRP)
2 New Burlington Place, London W1S 2HP
www.khrp.org khrp@khrp.org
Tel +44 (0) 207 287-2772
Fax + 44 (0) 207 734-4927
KHRP is an independent, non-political human rights organisation dedicated to the promotion
and protection of the human rights of all persons in the Kurdish regions of Turkey, Iraqg, Iran,
Syria and elsewhere, irrespective of race, ethnicity, religion, gender or political belief or
opinion. It is a registered charity founded and based in London
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my A?At the end of January, an inquest into the deatuwtlish asylum seeker Al
Mahmood Ahmed recorded a verdict of suicide. Hel @difter jumping from a bridge at a Cover
shping centre in august 2004. Ako arrived in the thBay 2004 and was dispersed to Cove
in June where he was supported by the Coventrgeefeentre. His asylum claim was rejected
he lodged an appeal. However, because of new d&gjimits, Ako was unable to find a solicitor
act for him despite help from Coventry refugee mens a result, he was faced with destitutiot
the streets of Britain! Once again the news hassed on the plight of Kurds in Britain. As
matter of fact, if youook at the media nowadays in Britain it would Bgywnormal to hear, see &
read all but good news about this newly emergedhaonity in Britain! News like following are tt
most common headlines on almost every website rdpalith refugees and asyluseeking ir
Britain: the body of a Kurdish woulde asylum seeker has been kept in a mortuary fioosdlthrec
years because there are no funds to pay for itsnfetraqgi Kurd may face deportation after
assault.... etc.
So who are they? Why they have, moch difficulties in getting access to mainstresenvices’
Why it has been difficult for them to integratearBritish society? Is it possible to answer tt
guestions? Who is going to answer them?
And many other questions that need to be answé@atlin order to do so, you need a v
dedicated, patient and committed people! SomedmeAwena who tries very hard to fulfil the
criteria and to do whatever it could for answeratgeast some of them. So let us try from
moment to answer at leamte of the most frequently asked question whichyeledy would love
to ask and that is, who are Kurds?
Neighbouring peoples have subjugated Kurds, fortrobsheir history. In modern times, Kur
have tried to set up independent states in Iraa, &andTurkey, but their efforts have been crus
every time.The land of the Kurds has been the scene of warsdnturies. So having the
persecuted by all and supported by none the Kuagle been on the move ever sinded it was
only then when this band of despairing, hopelesipléss, hounded Kurdsecamethe headlin
news.Because when they leave there homeland they Bopgebody would look kindly upon the
and relocate them to a land of there dreams, l@ast to somewhere in which they could llike
human beings, which to them, would be Paradisegindtor somé& hings, more appropriate to c
it mirage, as in reality they end up having so mabgtacles to find such a lan@ut the migratior
of Kurds, in mass, to United Kingdom, has beguremdlg, only few years ago, though they hi
managed to establish a fairly large but poorlyctmed community, which lacks basic needs
resettlement and integration! Two difficult issumg very important for the Kurdish community
they want; theregjuestions to be answered! There voice to be heamd! there newly emerge
community to be recognised. But that would not tleevable if we don’t mention the other par
the problem, which is lack of concern about thdighp from the local communityand servic
providers.

Hiwa Mahmmud

About A%“ﬂ Awena is general Kurdish fortnightly news letter which
raises all type of issues and published by a group of Kurds in Leeds, this
group is independent and not related to any organisations. We thought it
would be very important for Leeds City to have a Kurdish news letter in
order to inform Kurds of any news related to our community in Britain. We
tend to publish articles that concern the Kurdish community in terms of
publications and leaflets from the local authority, and also matters related
to Kurdish households. Zana




